
Pastor Chuck Smith 

Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa 

3800 S. Fairview  

Santa Ana, CA 92704 

 

 

May 16, 2007 

 

Dear Pastor Chuck, 

 

This will be the third letter I have written to you, the second regarding this particular issue.  I am 

a pastor in the Inland Empire (Nuevo is in Riverside County, just east of Perris) at a church that 

is similar in doctrinal position and shares many of your distinctives in ministry and purpose.  I 

grew up in the tent at Calvary Chapel attending many a Tuesday night Bible Study and many 

Saturday night concerts, etc.  I admire your work and ministry. 

 

On the radio on Monday a caller identified as  Desiree from Riverside called in and asked about 

Matthew 24:36, the following is a transcript from the show:   

 

Desiree: The question I have is I think it is pretty safe to say that Jesus and the Father are 

very close. And,  when I was reading in Matthew about the day and the hour 

unknown, it says something about even the son of Man doesn’t know the hour.  Is 

it referring to Jesus and if it is, why wouldn’t he know?  

 

Pastor Chuck: Jesus remember took on limitations when he became a man as Paul describes it to 

the Philippian church.  He said, “Though he was in the form of God and thought it 

not something to be grasped to be equal with God yet He humbled himself and he 

took upon  the form of a servant. He came in the likeness of man, and in so doing, 

in coming into a body, He definitely took on limitations of the body.  In a body he 

could no longer be omnipresent, which God is everywhere present at once.  The 

body limits us from being omnipresent we are limited to where the body is.  And 

so in taking on these limitations there probably also somewhat of a limitation as 

far as the omniscience, so at that time in the body when he is talking about his 

coming again for the church, of that day knoweth no man, neither the son of man, 

only the Father which is in heaven. He is talking from the limitations he had 

accepted when he took on human form.  http://www.kwve.com/podcasts/pp2-

20070514.mp3 

 

Knowing that mistakes are often honestly made in a call in type program, I was interested to 

listen to your messages on the passage in question.  Here is how you taught concerning Mark 

13:32: 

 

Jesus as we said when he came to the earth took upon himself limitations, deliberately took upon 

himself limitations. He was God manifested in the flesh, but by virtue of coming in a body of 

flesh while he was in the body of flesh he could not be omnipresent.  He was restricted as is a 

body of flesh to locality.  And there were other restrictions that he took while in a body. And 

http://www.kwve.com/podcasts/pp2-20070514.mp3
http://www.kwve.com/podcasts/pp2-20070514.mp3


there was a restriction in actually the knowledge of the day that he would return he said I don’t 

even know that, no man knows it, only the Father.  Now that he is glorified again with the Father 

he no doubt knows it, but while in the restrictions of the body that was a part of the restriction 

while existing here on the earth in a body.  (Audio Message, http://twft.com/?page=C2000  Tape 

number C2199). 

 

Your answer and teaching concern me, and I desire to point out to you the error of your 

statement for the benefit of the body of Christ.  Your answer was that the reason Christ does not 

know the day or the hour is because when he became a man he took on the limitations of 

humanity and therefore could not possess the characteristics unique to divinity, specifically his 

omnipotence, omnipresence and omniscience.  The answer you gave is commonly known as the 

Kenosis Theory.  The Kenosis theory is generally considered to be not only outside of Christian 

orthodoxy, but a dangerous doctrine, some even consider it heresy.  I will refer you to this 

website (to which you referred another caller to on the very same show concerning a question on 

Christadelphianism): Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry - CARM for short.  Their 

website and article on Kenosis Theory can be found at:  

http://www.carm.org/heresy/kenosis.htm.  An excellent discussion of this issue is found in 

Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology, pages 529-563.   

 

In a nutshell, as I am sure you would agree, we believe in the dual nature of Christ.  He is fully 

God and fully man.  He is fully God and man at the same time, even during the incarnation.  His 

humanity was not divine, and his divinity is not human.  There is a separation between those 

natures; the nature of this union is a mystery.  In theological discussions, it is called the 

hypostatic union. Very much like the doctrine of the trinity, the natures of Christ remain distinct 

yet are found in the one person of Christ.   

 

I hope this letter reflects an irenic spirit and concern for the kingdom and sound doctrine.   

 

For Christ and His Kingdom, 

 

 

 

Steve Bagdanov 

Pastor, Nuevo Community Church 
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